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equivalent of 1.5 percent of reserve. And the case is , I a gr e e
with the Governor, there is going to be further deterioration.
And the way that you account for that is by carrying a higher
reserve, and t h i s d o e sn' t . The other thing the a mendment d o e si s t h i s, beca u se it strikes all amendments that were adopted
prior. So the half cent commencing in January, that go e s f or
motor vehicles, would continue to be deposited to the Highway
Trust Fund. The issue was raised the other day, which h a s now
been sunset, but the issue was raised to me that the purpose of
t he s u n se t wa s t o r eopen t he argument n ex t session of
transferring the State Patrol to the gas tax, w hich i s a b a s i c
policy change that seems to me just as well be considered here.T here i s n o q ues t i o n , as I indicated earlier on Senator Miller's
motion, that contrary to the words used last week, this is not a
windfall. This is not a windfall. T his i s . . . d oes onl y o n e
thing, and that will tend to replace the lost r evenue t ha t is
now being experienced by the cities and counties because of the
declining consumption of highway motor fuel, together with t h e
declining receipts on motor vehicle sales taxes, if I remember
last month's correctly. But c ol l ect i v e l y it is about
3.2 percent below, I believe, from what was anticipated. When I
say that co nsumption i s d o wn , t ha t i s n ot p r o j ect i on s .
Consumption of gasoline is down 10.83 percent from this January,
compared to actual consumption a year ago. It is dealing withactual to actual, nothing t o do with projections. So the
purpose is the same purpose it served, the sales tax served all
through the seventies. All through the 1970s the only growth
that we had, for the maintenance of the h ighway, st r ee t s , and
r oads o f t h i s state, was the sales tax on motor vehicles. It
has historically been dedicated for t hat pu r p os e si nce 1969.There is an obvious need for the maintenance of roads. I have a
chart that shows the growth that has occurred since 1974 in the
Highway Trust Fund, and it is just a little bit more than f l a t ,
just a l ittle bit of growth. You look at the growth in the
General Fund and it goes up at about a 45, 55 degree angle. Butin the case of roads the H ighway T r u s t Fund , which g o e s t o
cities and counties of the state, is virtually flat. What
growth has occurred essentially was the growth that occurred
when the tax rate on gasoline was increased together with what
growth has occurred on the sales tax on motor vehicles. I would
urge the adoption of the amendment. It retains the concept.
T he n eed i s o b v i o u s . It is there. It is to maintain the level
of revenue to the cities and counties. A nd I ' m stress in g t he
ci t i e s and count i es because t h e st at e c ould m ak e up thedifference with the variable. T he ci t i e s a n d countie s do not
have that option. Someone may well point out that the city
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